Old Christmas traditions
http://app.sliderocket.com/app/sliderocket.aspx#o
Created by Gabija ir Sonata

Lithuanian Christmas traditions are a combination of old and new, Christian and pagan, and they have similarities with traditions from the other two Baltic nations, as well as with the traditions of Poland, whose past is linked with Lithuania's.

In pagan Lithuania, the Christmas celebration as we know it today was actually the celebration of the winter solstice.
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Roman Catholics, the predominant religious population in Lithuania, gave new meaning to old customs or introduced new ways to celebrate the religious holiday.

For example, some people say the practice of placing hay underneath the tablecloth on Christmas Eve predates the introduction of Christianity to Lithuania, though now obvious parallels can be drawn between hay on the Christmas table and the hay in the manger where Jesus was born.
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As in Poland, the Christmas Eve feast traditionally consists of 12 meatless dishes (though fish is permitted, and herring is often served). The breaking of religious wafers precedes the meal.
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An Old Christmas tree decorated with hand-made decorations. People prepared Christmas cookies and hung on the Christmas tree. 
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